Apprenticeship in Herbal Medicine 2026
Application form
All answers are kept confidential

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth ___________________________________________________________________________

Please supply a recent photograph

What do you hope to learn / get out of this course? What do you plan to do with the knowledge afterwards, e.g., are you involved in a herbal programme already, or do you have a specific course of study that you want to follow in the future?
This Apprenticeship will start in January 2026 via our 1-year Correspondence Course which will form the backbone of the teaching. If you have already completed this the Course cost of £450 is deducted from your fees.
 

The face-to-face teaching is spit into 2 parts. Apprentices will come to the Isle of Arran for face to face teaching in 2 parts 9th - 30th June and 8th - 29th August 2026 full board on the island.  There will be contact in between and research to continue in the summer with optional conference or cultural meet ups with your tutors. It will finish end of December with the final meeting online and the final assignments completed on the Correspondence Course.

 

We take on a maximum of 4 Apprentices and you will have a private cabin at the Herb Farm. Teaching will take place mainly at the Herb Farm and guided herb walks around the island.

One of Europe’s top herbal clinicians Danny O' Rawe MSc MIRH ND will join us from Ireland for part of both sessions.
Can you commit to the whole period of the face to face outlined above?
.

Do you have any physical limitations that will compromise your ability to go on herb walks and the visits to the sacred sites? When was the last time you went for a decent walk in the country, especially with a good bit of uphill? We don’t want to be exclusive but the plants can’t come to us so participants need to be fit enough to walk for a good length of time and some of the terrain can be challenging. If in doubt, go out for a day hike before interview and see how far you get.
Do you have any allergies – food or otherwise? If you have any major health issues it would be best to discuss these now. This is a rigorous programme in an elemental space and requires a reasonable level of health and fitness to be enjoyable.
What is your experience or view of a vegan diet (we run a vegan food only communal kitchen)? 
Describe any previous experiences or training in herbal medicine, alternative therapies, wild crafting etc.~
Describe any previous experiences or training in gardening or food production ~
How would you describe yourself? For instance - describe any previous experiences of community living. We are a very intimate group. Can you talk a bit about yourself please; in terms of how you usually fit in within a group living and learning environment? In terms of really meeting the plants - are you an outdoors person? - you may have heard of the Scottish climate; we are looking for folk who are not fazed by having to be properly organized and attired to spend quality outdoor time in a variety of weathers. Do you go camping or swim outdoors for instance? Also, what are your other main interests? Are you musical or artistic? Feel free to tell us whatever comes to you when presented with such questions.
I am aware of the financial requirements of the apprenticeship and that the fees need to be fully paid before the start of the seminar series. This forms part of our main income and we are not able to accept work etc. in return.
I realize that with the small number of places offered, the £900 deposit is non-refundable and only transferable with the School’s agreement. I will arrange my own travel insurance to cover this sum in case my travel is disrupted. For our part we will be flexible and make every effort to make sure you get the course you have paid for. Full fees are due 1 month before you arrive for Part 1 and are then non refundable.
Signature and date:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this form in any length and format and submit to:
Keith Robertson MSc. FNIMH
Drimlabarra Herb Farm 

Kildonan

Isle of Arran

KA27 8SE

Tel 01770 820 338

keith@herbalmedicine.org.uk 

www.veganherbal.com 
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                                                                                  The crop of 2019
Cindy came in 2020.

"Numerous serendipitous events brought me to the magical Isle of Arran and Drimlabarra Farm for the Herbal Medicine Apprenticeship during this uncertain, unpredictable year of 2020. I could have never anticipated the priceless friendships I would make and profound experiences I would have during this 2-month immersion into the enchanting natural world of plants. Much, much more than just an education on herbs and how they work, I developed deep connections with and respect for the plants and nature overall. This experience gave me the opportunity to slow down, be more present, grow spiritually and learn to better rely on and trust my own instincts and intuition. It felt a bit like a beautiful 2-month meditation. And as a vegan, the school's commitment to kindness and non-violence, as well as their organic approach to growing plants, was very important to me. While I came away with a much deeper knowledge of herbal medicine (ie. how to create tinctures, teas, oils, hydrosols, creams, poultices, etc), it was the deep-dive into actually experiencing the plants in their environment, sensing their innate intelligence (looking, tasting, feeling, drawing, connecting energetically with them) that made the most impact on me and will stay with me always. I will forever look at the natural world with deep gratitude and reverence. Thank you, Keith, Danny and Nicola and all the beautiful souls that made this an experience I shall never forget."
Cindy Miller
Founder, Plant Powered Living.
